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Weston Urban, the local
developer planning downtown’s
first office tower since the 1980s,
has selected New England ar-
chitecture firm Pelli Clarke Pelli
to design the envisaged struc-
ture at the northwest corner of
Houston and North Flores
streets.

The firm is known for de-
signing the modernistic pagoda-
style Petronas Towers in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, and the Aria
Resort and Casino in Las Vegas. 

And although the firm is
from New Haven, Connecticut,
a San Antonio native will lead
the design team.

Bill Butler, design principal

at Pelli Clarke Pelli, was born at
the Nix hospital in 1957 and
grew up in the Alamo City
before his family relocated to
New Orleans.

He said it’s too early to dis-
cuss architectural style or even
the height of the $142 million
building — those conversations
have yet to happen among Pelli
Clarke Pelli, Frost Bank (the
tower’s primary tenant), West-
on Urban and co-developer
KDC of Dallas. The design pro-
cess is expected to take a year.

Butler says for this project,
designing a tower that will
serve as Frost Bank’s head-
quarters, it’s important the
building have the right impact
on the skyline as well as the
street.

“San Antonio at this point
could use a response for both of
those scales,” Butler said.

Butler called the 2.8-acre
property, an entire city square
block, “unusually large.”

“That’s a plus, because it
allows you to accommodate the
scale of a multitenant building,
the parking garage and, hope-
fully, have enough active street

retail,” he said.
He also pointed to its proxim-

ity to the San Pedro Creek — a
parking lot away to the west —
and the greensward flanking
the property to the east, which
Weston Urban plans to convert
into a more functional park.

Irby Hightower, founding
principal at Alamo Architects,
the local firm on the design
team, also pointed out that the
site is along Houston Street,
San Antonio’s former retail hub,
and Flores Street, which tra-
verses downtown north to
south.

Weston Urban President
Randy Smith said 10 architec-
ture firms participated in the 

Petronas’ architects
tapped for S.A. tower

Joshua Paul / Associated Press

Pelli Clarke Pelli, which calls this modernistic pagoda-style Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, its signature project, has
been selected as the architects of Weston Urban’s downtown office tower project. 

Firm called right fit; native
of the city to lead project 
By Benjamin Olivo
STAFF WRITER
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Past coverage: Down-
town is overdue for a
signature office tower.

Tower continues on B5

LONDON — Anheuser-
Busch InBev said Wednesday
that it had approached SAB-
Miller about a potential take-
over, a deal that, if it passed
antitrust muster, would com-
bine the world’s largest beer-
makers into a global giant.

Such a deal would bring
some of the most popular
beers under one roof, includ-
ing Budweiser, which is made
by Anheuser-Busch InBev,
and Miller Lite, from SAB-
Miller. It also would create a
company with $69 billion in
annual revenue and a stock
market value exceeding $276
billion.

But any merger of the brew-
ing giants would be closely
watched by regulators in the
United States and Europe,
given the breadth of their
brands and their market domi-
nance. Combined, the compa-

Proposal
would
combine
beer giants
By Chad Bray 
and James Kanter
NEW YORK TIME S 

Beer continues on B5

Home sales in the San Anto-
nio area cooled off in August,
dipping about 14 percent from
July, according to data released
by the San Antonio Board of
Realtors. But that’s common
for this time of year with the
start of school, real estate
agents say.

In the San Antonio area,
2,551 homes were sold in Au-
gust, a 5.1 percent year-over-
year increase. But that’s below
this summer’s pace. In both
June (2,919 homes sold) and
July (2,962 homes sold), the
market flirted with 3,000 sales,
a milestone the local market
has never reached, according to

a database maintained by the
Texas A&M Real Estate Center.

“The first part of September,
with everyone getting back in
school, it did slow a little bit,
but not to the extent that it’s
going to affect the numbers
overall,” SABOR Chairwoman
Mary Ann Jeffers said.

Jim Gaines, research econo-
mist at the Texas A&M center,
said home sales activity typ-
ically cools off from the start of
the school year until about
February.

San Antonio remains a sell-
er’s market with August in-
ventory coming in at four
months, which is the estimated
amount of time it would take to
sell all the homes on the mar-
ket. The August number is still

well below 6.5 months, which
is what the Texas A&M Real
Estate Center considers a bal-
anced market.

As a result, the median sales
price for homes remains high
at $197,100, a 7.7 percent year-

over-year increase.
The hottest-selling area con-

tinues to be the far West Side
— particularly the three ZIP
codes west of Loop 1604 be-
tween Bandera Road and U.S.
90 where 406 homes were sold
in August.

The next largest sector is the
ZIP codes near U.S. 281 north
of Loop 1604: Stone Oak (100
homes sold), Timberwood Park
(85 homes sold) and the neigh-
borhoods south of the JW Mar-
riott San Antonio Hill Country
Resort & Spa (65 homes sold).

Of the total number of
homes sold, homes priced at
$200,000 and less accounted
for roughly 51 percent; homes
that sold for $200,000 to
$500,000 took 44 percent of
sales; and homes priced at
$500,000 and above accounted
for almost 5 percent.

bolivo@express-news.net 
Twitter: mySAdowntown

Home sales take usual
vacation in August 
By Benjamin Olivo
STAFF WRITER

San Antonio Express-News

S.A. home sales
Housing prices and home sales
continue their year-over-year climb.

Source: San Antonio Board of Realtors

2014:
2,427
2015:
2,551

UP
5.1%

2014:
$182,900
2015:
$197,100

UP
7.7%
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WASHINGTON — The top
Senate Republican on Wednes-
day endorsed sending more
U.S. oil overseas, boosting the
energy industry’s push to lift a
40-year-old ban on most crude
exports.

The comments by Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky came as a House
committee prepares to approve

legislation that would autho-
rize widespread crude exports
and as a top industry exec-
utive made an impassioned
plea for liberalized crude
trade.

In a presentation to the

Business Roundtable, McCon-
nell said it is time to get rid of
“a relic of the ’70s — the oil
export ban.”

He also invoked the possi-
bility that Iran will be able to
freely sell some 700,000 bar-
rels of crude per day by the
end of 2016 as part of a nuclear
deal lifting sanctions against
the country. If Iran will be able
to export its crude, McConnell
asked, “why not us?”

Energy industry repre-

sentatives seized on McCon-
nell’s comments — his first
clear declaration of support for
oil exports — as evidence of
growing momentum for up-
ending crude trade restric-
tions.

But a spokesman for Hillary
Clinton’s presidential cam-
paign told Bloomberg she
opposes the legislation that
would repeal the oil export
ban — following the lead of 

McConnell endorses lifting ban on oil exports 
By Jennifer A. Dlouhy
WASHINGTON BUREAU

Exports continues on B2

More coverage: Explore
crude oil prices, 1986-
present.
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Guest Voices will return
Sept. 24.

GUEST VOICES
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GEORGE REHFELD
March 18, 1932 - September 15, 2015 

George Rehfeld, born March 18,
1932, went to be with the Lord on
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at
the age of 83. George was born in
Floresville and lived most of his life
in San Antonio. He retired in 1991
from the State Hospital with over
31, years of service. His wife
Wilma Mae Rehfeld, parents
Charlie and Mary A. Rehfeld and
sister Mildred Richter precded him
in death. Survivors include his
daughter Lori Wonsetler and
husband Armando Dilday; son
George C. Rehfeld, Jr.; sisters
Elizabeth, Lorine and Mary;
grandchildren Jennifer, Christine,
Dennis, Matthew and Sarah; great

grandchildren Drake, Dayla, Ethyn,
Dixie, Madison, Amilia, Blake, Jo
Marie and several others; as well
as numerous nieces, nephews and
friends.
SERVICES
Visitation will be Friday, September
18, 2015 from 6:00 until 9:00 P.M.
at Mission Park South. Funeral
service will be Saturday,
September 19, 2015 at 3:00 P.M.
at Mission Park Funeral Chapels
Sou8th. Interment will follow in
Mission Burial Park South
For personal acknowledgment you
may sign the guest book at
www.missionparks.com in the
obituary section.

MICHAEL JAMES GRES
4-13-80 - 9-17-09

As always we really wish you were
here,

Our biggest smiles come from
thinking of you

Our favorite memories all have
reflection of you

We know how it feels to LOVE
someone with all our heart because

that is how we LOVE you
Wherever you are, a part of you is

always here with us
Love,

Mom, Dad, Anthony, Lexy

SUNSET Austin Hwy, 2 plots s/s
$8000/or sell separate 210-637-1413

SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK
dbl tandem crypt/5017D, appraised
value $6500, asking $4900 + title

costs. maint. fee incld. 210-637-1873

SAN FERNANDO #2 1-3 depth plot,
w/1 pd opening/closing, w/1 canopy.
Appraised value $7625, asking $6000+
title cost. 1 Bronze flat headstone, $350
210-409-3600 

SAN FERNANDO #3 2 lots,SEC 3 West
$2500 ea. 903-819-1028 
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nies account for about three-
quarters of the U.S. beer mar-
ket and 30 percent of beer
sales worldwide, according to
the research firms Euromon-
itor International and Ibis-
World.

The antitrust authorities, if
they were to approve such a
combination, might require the
companies to divest some
brands or other assets. That
could include sales of SAB-
Miller’s stakes in its Miller-
Coors joint venture in the
United States and its CR Snow
joint venture with China Re-
sources Enterprise in China.

The deal is likely to face
fewer regulatory problems in
Europe compared with other
parts of the world, including
the United States and China,
said Annette Schild, an expert
in Brussels on European
Union competition law who
runs her own firm, Antitrust
Law Schild. 

But “that does not mean
there won’t be a serious in-

vestigation,” said Schild, who
does not represent any of the
parties in the potential deal.

The office of Europe’s anti-
trust chief, Margrethe Vestag-
er, had not been officially noti-
fied of the proposed deal as of
Wednesday afternoon, and it
had no comment on the matter.

But any antitrust consider-
ation in Brussels, Washington
or elsewhere might need to
take into account the challeng-
es that mass-market beer
brands are facing against the
rising popularity of so-called
craft beers among consumers.

Spiros Malandrakis, a se-
nior analyst at Euromonitor
International, noted that An-
heuser-Busch InBev and SAB-
Miller were aware of the im-
pact of so-called craft beers or
microbrews on their busi-
nesses.

“As the craft movement is
coming of age and solidifies its
position as a key disruption
force within beer and the en-
tire alcohol industry,’’ Ma-
landrakis said, corporate con-
solidation “will remain largely
irrelevant to the scores of mil-
lennials seeking alternatives to

big beer’s offerings.”
In recent years, Anheuser-

Busch InBev has acquired the
craft beer brands Goose Island
and 10 Barrel Brewing Co., and
it has created its own Bud-
weiser Signature brew.

SABMiller has long been
seen as a potential takeover
target. Last year, it tried to
forestall such efforts by trying
to acquire Heineken, the Dutch
brewer.

But Heineken, which is still
overseen by the family of the
same name, rejected that ap-
proach in September 2014,
saying it was determined to
remain independent. That deal
would have doubled SAB-
Miller’s annual revenue to
nearly $44 billion and put it on
par with Anheuser-Busch
InBev.

In a news release Wednes-
day, Anheuser-Busch InBev —
already the world’s largest
brewer — confirmed that it
had approached “SABMiller’s
board of directors regarding a
combination of the two compa-
nies” and said that it intended
to work with the board “to-
ward a recommended trans-

action.”
SABMiller said its directors

had no further details about
the proposal and advised
shareholders “to retain their
shares and to take no action.”

“The board of SABMiller
will review and respond as
appropriate to any proposal
which might be made,” SAB-
Miller said in a news release
Wednesday. “There can be no
certainty that an offer will be
made, or as to the terms on
which any offer might be
made.”

SABMiller posted revenue
of $22.1 billion for the 2015
fiscal year ended in March. Its
brands include Peroni and
Grolsch.

Anheuser-Busch InBev
posted revenue of $47 billion
in 2014. Its brands include
Corona and Stella Artois. The
company was created in 2008
by the merger of Anheuser-
Busch and InBev, a move or-
chestrated by the Brazilian
private investment group 3G
Capital. An affiliate of 3G is
now Anheuser-Busch InBev’s
largest shareholder.

3G also was the driving

force behind the merger in
2014 of Burger King and the
Canadian doughnut chain Tim
Hortons into a new company,
Restaurant Brands Interna-
tional, and the combination of
Kraft Foods and Heinz earlier
this year.

The merger that created
Anheuser-Busch InBev seven
years ago did not meet anti-
trust resistance in the Europe-
an Union or in Britain, where
it was reviewed by that coun-
try’s competition regulator.

But “this review could be
complex,” said Dave Ander-
son, an antitrust partner in the
Brussels office of the law firm
Berwin Leighton Paisner.

Even so, Anderson said
Anheuser-Busch InBev prob-
ably could work out ways of
quelling regulators’ concerns
in Europe, as well as in China
and the United States.

“I’d expect the parties, if
needed, could find a fix by
selling various brands or their
interests in various joint ven-
tures,” said Anderson, who
does not represent any of the
companies involved in the
proposed deal.

BEER
From page B1

included the extra taxes.
IMPLAN was used to esti-

mate the tax revenue for several
large events that altogether
received tens of millions of
dollars from the major events
fund, including the 2013 NBA
All Star Game and the U.S.
Grand Prix from 2012 to 2014.
That means the state likely
handed out millions of dollars
more than it should have.

The fund also has been used
to woo events such as the Ala-
mo Bowl and NCAA competi-
tions to San Antonio. Lately,
local officials have been using it
as part of an effort to bring
College Football Playoff champi-
onship games to the Alamo-
dome.

The audit also criticized the
state’s reliance on economic
impact statements from orga-
nizing committees and local
governments to calculate how
much money an event will re-
ceive. Those groups “have an
interest in maximizing the
amount of funding approved for
disbursement,” the audit said.

The audit also found fault
with the way the comptroller’s
office examined out-of-state
attendance figures provided by

organizers and local govern-
ments after events took place. If
the figures are below what was
estimated, the event receives a
fraction of what was offered.
The audit recommends putting
in place stronger methods to
confirm attendance figures.

The major events fund has
been a source of controversy for
years. Critics have said it pro-
vides localities and sports teams
with more money than they
need, paying for items such as
Jumbotrons. In 2013, state law-
makers approved new restric-
tions and oversight on the ma-
jor events fund and similar
funds.

The major events fund is
supposed to cover expenses
“necessary and desirable” to
conduct an event, but because
of “vague language” in event
contracts, it has been used for
such things as cash prizes and
plasma televisions, according to
the audit. In September of last
year, the comptroller’s office
changed its rules to clarify
which expenses can be covered.

Last year, an Express-News
investigation discovered that an
organizing committee never
formally asked London-based
Formula One Management Ltd.
to choose Austin for its U.S.
Grand Prix, which has received
more than $86 million in local

and state funding under the
major events fund since 2012.
The audit recommends making
it a requirement to submit an
application in writing to a site
selection committee, such as a
sports league, to bring an event
to a local area.

“Several key aspects of the
administration of the (major
events fund), both before and
after a major event occurs,

should be strengthened to help
ensure accountability,” the re-
port says.

The audit also recommends
taking into account the negative
impact a major event can have
on an economy, such as dis-
couraging locals to go out and
spend money in the city, when
calculating economic impact.

The major events fund was
transferred from the comptrol-

ler’s office to the governor’s
office at the beginning of Sep-
tember. Deputy Comptroller
Mike Reissig wrote a brief re-
sponse to the audit, saying the
comptroller’s office would help
the governor’s office with the
audit’s recommendations, if
help is needed.

rwebner@express-news.net
@rwebner

AUDIT
From page B1

Michel Fortier / San Antonio Express-News

Infiniti Red Bull Racing driver Daniel Ricciardo makes his way past throngs of fans at the 2014
Formula One U.S. Grand Prix in Austin. The Grand Prix has received more than $86 million in
local and state funding under the Major Events Trust Fund since 2012. 

competition, and five were
asked for proposals. Smith
declined to name the other
firms.

All the interested firms were
capable of designing the tower,
Smith said, but in the end, Pelli
Clarke Pelli was the right fit for
the project.

“We were not looking for
someone to show up with a
design and pull a sheet off it
and say ta da!” Smith said.
“That’s the exact wrong way to
go about it.

“In the front of our minds
was: Who’s the cultural fit?
Who’s the personal fit? And,
really, what is their process
like? How do they think about
design?”

The firm also was recently

selected to design the Shraman
South Asia Museum in Dallas.

The Frost Bank tower is the
centerpiece of a complex land-
swap deal between Weston
Urban, Frost Bank and the city
of San Antonio — one that
involves the city consolidating
1,200 downtown-area workers
into Frost’s current headquar-
ters at 100 W. Houston St.

The city will invest more
than $80 million — $51 million
to buy the current Frost Tower
and the attached parking gar-
age, and $32 million to upgrade
the building. City officials have
said the deal will yield a $1.2
million net savings over the 30
years of the debt.

Construction of the tower is
expected to begin in fall 2016,
with a completion date in 2018
or 2019.

bolivo@express-news.net

TOWER
From page B1

Associated Press file photo

Pelli Clarke Pelli also designed the Aria Resort and Casino in Las Vegas.




